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Finland, Sweden, and Norway join forces to develop the northern region and its 

transportation system. The European Union's Interreg Aurora program has granted 

substantial funding to the New North - Transport, Logistics, and Security of Supply 

project, which focuses on the development of the transportation and logistics system in 

the northern area. The objective is to also address the potential for future investments 

in the northern region and the possibilities of technological advancements in 

transportation and logistics. The Regional Council of Lapland acts as the lead partner 

in collaboration with regional stakeholders from Finland, Sweden and Norway.

The funding of approximately two million euros provided by the Interreg Aurora 

program strengthens cooperation in the northern region and enables fluent transport 

chains, security of supply, development of electric aviation, and the establishment of 

green transport corridors. The project covers the cooperation of Lapland, North 

Karelia, Kainuu, and Northern Ostrobothnia regions in Finland, the Kvarken Council of 

the Bothnian Sea area and the Västerbotten and Norrbotten regions in Sweden, as 

well as the Troms, Norland and Finnmark regions in Norway. The project also receives 

support from a broad cooperation group to ensure smooth information flow and 

interaction.

New North?
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Partners: 

Finland: 

Regional Council of Lapland (lead partner EU)

Regional Council of Kainuu

Council of Oulu Region

Regional Council of North Karelia

The Kvarken Council EGTC

Norway: 

Finnmark fylkeskommune (lead partner Norway)

Troms fylkeskommune

Nordland fylkeskommunen

Sweden:

Länsstyrelsen i Norrbottens län,

Länsstyrelsen i Västerbottens län

Funding: Interreg Aurora

Project time 1.9.2023-31.8.2026 (3 years)

Budget: 1 980 592 EUR

New North?
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JOINT NORDIC STRATEGY FOR TRANSPORT SYSTEM PREPAREDNESS

Prioritised Transport Corridors

1. Preparedness-critical sea routes, especially routes closer to the Swedish
Coast

2. Øresund Fixed Link/Trelleborg/Göteborg–Gävle/Stockholm–
Hanko/Turku/Naantali, with extension from Oslo

3. Göteborg–Hallsberg–Haparanda/Tornio–Oulu/Rovaniemi, with
extension Boden–Fjord of Ofoten/Narvik

4. Fjord of Trondheim–Sundsvall–Rauma/Pori

Ongoing Projects on Prioritised Corridors (FIN)

Icebreaker investments

Rail Nordica – european railway gauge to Rovaniemi

Road E8 (Tornio – Kilpisjärvi) improvements

Cross-border bridges
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The ambition of Platform North is to be an umbrella cooperation for 
exchange of information, to enhance a system perspective, and to 
coordinate and collaborate efforts for development, complementing 
the several on-going initiatives in specific geographies and issues, 
within the Northern Nordics. The Platform North serves as a network 
for a wide range of stakeholders.

The motivation behind the initiative is threefold:
•industrial investments in the north
•the green transition
•increased focus on military mobility

•Objective
•Adaptation of the infrastructure to the needs of infrastructure users, 
such as business life, citizens and the military
•Reduced barriers to seamless cross-border transport, both physical 
(infrastructure) and administrative (laws, regulations, systems, etc.)

Ten-T coordinators Pat Cox & Catherine Trautmann in 1st

PFN Forum
Photo: Jeanette Åhl / Trafikverket



Seamless freight

transports chains

of the future

W O R K P A C K A G E  1
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The challenges and opportunities of 

freight traffic flows and future 

sustainable, efficient and safe freight 

transport are being investigated, as 

well as the region’s potential for 

transshipment from truck to train or 

ship.



• Primary information 
(interviews)

➢ more than 100 companies 

• Secondary (road traffic) 
information:

➢ Statens Vegvesen (Norway)

➢ Trafikverket (Sweden)

➢ Vayla/Digitraffic (Finland)

METHOD AND DATA COLLECTION

Norway Sweden Finland

Published by: Lenght Published by: Weight Published by: Vehicle category

●        <5,6 m ●       Leight vehicles (lätta) 1.    Passenger car or van

●        >= 5,6 m ●       Heavy (tunga) 2.    Truck without trailer

●        5,6 m – 7,6 m  -   Medium heavy (medeltunga) 3.    Buses and coaches

●        7,6 m – 12,5 m  -   Very heavy (mycket tunga) 4.    Truck and semi-trailer

●        12,5 m – 16,0 m 5.    Truck and trailer

●      >= 16,0 m 6.    Passenger car and trailer

●        16,0 m – 24,0 m 7.    Passenger car and caravan

●        >=24,0 m 8.    MC

9.    High-Capacity Truck (>76 tons)

Means of inductive loops/sensors in 
the road surface

Hose sensors in the road surface
Electromagnetic induction loops 
embedded in the roads

Detection system

“Try to find comparable AADT-figures for the heaviest vehicles” 
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INDICATION OF INDUSTRY SHARES (CHAPTER 6.2)     
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LARGEST THIRDSECOND OTHER
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Security of

Supply and co-

operation

W O R K P A C K A G E  2

14Kuva: Lapin materiaalipankki / Petri Teppo



Planning systems in Finland, Sweden and Norway

• Across all three countries, the transport planning process is characterized by a 

structured sequence of strategic national and regional planning, detailed project 

development, and implementation. 

• Each phase involves collaboration between national, regional, and local actors, 

ensuring that infrastructure projects are aligned with broader policy goals and regional 

needs.

• Environmental sustainability, public engagement, and long-term vision are integral to 

the planning systems in Finland, Sweden, and Norway. 

• In Finland and Norway there are legally binding regional zoning plans with which more 

detailed infrastructure plans must be aligned. Sweden differs in this and does not have 

a similar level of planning.  
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State-owned airport operators are reluctant
• For airport operators to initiate large-scale preparations:

✓ demonstrable technological progress and readiness from airlines and aircraft 

manufacturers.

✓ established technical and safety standards.

✓ clear and sustained demand from the market.

• Belief that it will take considerable time.

• There are no compilation of expected requirements.

• State airport operators won’t be early movers. 



Example of charging/refueling
• 1st generation CTOL BE – 300-1000 kWh.

• Similar turn-around as conventional small aircraft in short-haul operation (30 min).

• Requires 1-2 MW chargers – scales with multiple simultaneous aircraft.

• 80-seater hydrogen turboprop – 600 kg (gas) or 8400 liters (liquid).

• Gas fuel rate low (160 min) – need to be increased.

• Liquid would need to be 282 liters/min – currently no accepted fueling protocol.
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Project Manager Mikko Tervo 

mikko.tervo@lapinliitto.fi

Project coordinator Juhani Sallanmaa 

juhani.sallanmaa@lapinliitto.fi

Contact

FinalSeminar
27.-28.5. Rovaniemi

CompletedReports
WP 1: Seamless freight transports chains of the future

https://www.lapinliitto.fi/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Rapport-NEW-NORTH_WP1_-Market_Final-

April-2025.pdf

WP 2: Security of supply and co-operation

https://www.lapinliitto.fi/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/NN_WP2_Final_20250828-1.pdf

WP 3: Electric aviation

https://www.lapinliitto.fi/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Technical-review-Development-of-electric-

aircraft-capabilities-New-North-WP3-report-1.pdf

https://www.lapinliitto.fi/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/System-analysis-of-sustainable-avitation-in-

the-New-North-region-New-North-WP3-report-2.pdf

https://www.lapinliitto.fi/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Airport-readiness-for-electric-aviation-in-the-

New-North-New-North-WP3-report-3.pdf

WP 4: Green transport corridors

https://www.lapinliitto.fi/wp-

content/uploads/2024/10/New_North_WP4_Rail_Freight_Report_1.pdf

https://www.lapinliitto.fi/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/NN-report-2025-05-27.pdf
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